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the Federal Senate, Hamilton unconsciously took the
less Conservative side. Not only would he have
distinguished the electoral body choosing the Senate
from the electoral body choosing the House of Repre-
sentatives by a property qualification solely, but he
would have annulled from the first the self-govern-
ment of the States by giving the appointment of
the Governor or President of each separate State to
Federal authority.7

The House of Representatives, which shares with
the Senate the legislative powers of the United States,
is unquestionably a reproduction of the House of
Commons. No Constitution but the British could
have suggested section 7 of Article I. of the Federal
Constitution, which lays down a British principle,
and settles a dispute which had arisen upon it in a
particular way. "All Bills raising Revenue shall
originate in the House of Representatives ; but the
Senate may propose or concur with amendments as
in other Bills.'' There is a common impression in
this country, that the American House of Represen-
tatives was somehow intended to be a more demo-
cratic assembly than our House of Commons. But
this is a vulgar error. The Constitutional provision
on the subject is contained in section 2 of the First
Article, which is to the effect that the House is to be

7 Alexander Hamilton's scheme of a Constitution is printed
at page 31 of Mr. J. C. Hamilton's edition of the Federalist.